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Chapter     The position of ministers on defeat at an election is
___"   not more clearly defined than in the United Kingdom.
In the Dominions as in the United Kingdom the old
practice of holding office until ejected by a vote of no
confidence has given way normally in favour of resigna-
tion. All depends, of course, on what is not always easy
to decide, whether the opposition parties can form an
effective government. If there is doubt, it is quite
legitimate to wait and see. Thus in 1925 Mr. Mackenzie
King, though his party had no majority over the Con-
servatives and the Progressives, properly refused to
resign despite his personal defeat, but waited until the
opening vote showed a majority for the administration
of 125 to 115. Where the result is to defeat the ministry
and it resigns either before or after meeting the legis-
lature, there is no absolute rule binding the representa-
tive of the Crown to send for the leader of the largest
of two or more opposition groups. He must be deter-
mined in his action by the paramount consideration
who is most likely to be able to form an administration
by some form of coalition or working agreement which
can carry on for a reasonable time the administration
of the territory.
(3) The essential basis of the working of responsible
government in the Dominions as in the United King-
dom is the existence of the party system, which has
been adopted on every hand. The party serves to
secure agreement on a course of action, the selection of
candidates for election, the education of the electorate
in the purposes of the party, for which purposes public
meetings, distribution of literature, and canvassing are
regularly employed, and the persuasion of voters to
cast their suffrages at the elections for the candidates